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The following information is to be included in the University Catalog under the section “Graduate 
Studies.” The Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies reserves the right to make editorial changes 
and update links and facts as necessary. All other policy-level revisions will be brought to the Graduate 
Council for approval. This policy applies to all Master of Arts (MA), Master of Science (MS), Master of 
Fine Arts (MFA), Master of Liberal Arts (MLA), and Master of Professional Studies (MProS) degree 
programs (including joint and dual degree programs), here collectively referred to as “Non-Professional 
Master’s Degrees” or simply “Master’s Degrees.”  As these degrees can provide either terminal 
academic credentials (such as is the case with the MFA) or the necessary prerequisites for further 
academic study (such as toward the PhD), their curricula should not be delivered solely in an online 
manner. 
 
Minimum Credit Hour Requirements 
The minimum credit hour requirement for a non-professional Master’s degree is 30 credit hours; 
however, some programs may require additional hours of coursework.  Those programs that require 24 
credit hours of coursework and a thesis for the Master’s degree are in compliance with this policy. 
 
Continuous Registration Requirements 
A student admitted in a degree program must be continuously registered in a degree-granting division of 
the university during the academic year (exclusive of summer session) in either full-time or part-time 
status from the date of first registration until the awarding of the degree, unless the registration is 
terminated by resignation or by dismissal for academic or disciplinary reasons.  
 
A student who has not completed the minimum coursework requirements for the degree must enroll for 
a minimum of three hours per semester (exclusive of Summer Session).  Some schools may require 
registration for a higher number of credit hours or may charge a continuous registration fee.  
 
Failure to be continuously registered is de facto withdrawal and the school reserves the right not to 
readmit. A student who is readmitted is obligated to pay any applicable fee required to maintain 
continuous registration. Under exceptional circumstances a student may be granted leave by the dean 
of the appropriate school, and during such a period of leave will be considered in continuous 
registration without any payment of fee.  
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Full-Time Status 
Full-time status consists of registration for at least nine hours of graduate credit per semester, or a 
combination of coursework and equivalent academic activities such as teaching or research. To hold a 
Tulane-sponsored fellowship, scholarship, or assistantship, a student must be in full-time status. Off-
campus employment may disqualify a student from receiving a Tulane-sponsored fellowship, 
scholarship, or assistantship.  
 
Part-Time Status 
Part-time status consists of registration for less than nine hours of graduate credit per semester.  In such 
cases, the department or the program committee can provide no certification that the student is 
engaged in a full-time academic program. 
 
Transfer Credit  
Acceptance of graduate credit for work done at other graduate institutions or in another division of 
Tulane must be approved by the department or program concerned, or by the dean of the appropriate 
school. In general, a maximum of 15 semester hours of transfer credit may be accepted toward a 
Master’s degree. Some programs may allow fewer transfer credits and/or limit the applicability of 
transfer credits to degree programs. 
 
Tenure for Degree Students 
Tenure is the maximum period of time normally permitted for the completion of all requirements for a 
degree, and it is determined on the basis of consecutive academic years from the date of registration for 
graduate study at Tulane or at another institution. Tenure for the Master’s degree is five years.  Tenure 
is not affected by residence status. Under certain circumstances, upon the recommendation of the 
chairperson of a student’s department or program committee, the dean may extend tenure, but a 
student whose period of graduate study is unduly prolonged or interrupted may be required to perform 
additional work. Tenure regulations are applicable to all degree students, regardless of date of first 
registration. 
 
Dual Degree Programs  
Tulane offers a number of dual degree programs with the master’s degree. In all instances, the student 
must fulfill the requirements for each degree in order for the dual degrees to be conferred. 
 
Thesis Requirements 
If a thesis is required for the master’s degree, the subject of the thesis must be in the field of major 
study and must have the approval of the professor by whom the thesis is to be directed. The finished 
thesis must have the approval of the thesis committee. 
 
Students are required to submit their completed theses to the University’s Theses and Dissertations 
Archive (http://library.tulane.edu/dissertations_and_theses/). Schools may require students to submit a 
paper copy of their thesis. 
 
Thesis Committees  
Master’s thesis committees must consist of at least three faculty members, the majority of whom are 
Tulane faculty. Exceptions to this stipulation may be made by the appropriate school’s dean. 
  

http://library.tulane.edu/dissertations_and_theses/
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4+1 Master's Programs 
In some programs, undergraduate students have the option of obtaining a master’s degree with one 
additional year of study beyond the bachelor’s degree (4+1). Program requirements vary, but most 4+1 
degrees do not require a thesis, in which case 30 credit hours of additional coursework beyond the 
bachelor’s level are required. Those programs that offer a thesis-based 4+1 option require 24 credit 
hours of coursework beyond the bachelor’s level. In some cases, a modified undergraduate curriculum is 
required to complete the 4+1 program; e.g., enrollment during the senior year in 6000-level courses that 
can be applied to both the bachelor’s and master’s degrees. Because this may be the case, interested 
students are advised to consult with their program’s graduate advisor prior to their junior year to obtain 
specific instructions for participation in the 4+1 program. Tuition for the fifth year of the 4+1 program is 
set by the appropriate school or program. 
 
Additional Requirements  
Schools and graduate programs may have additional requirements for completion of the master’s 
degree. Students are advised to consult with the appropriate departmental graduate adviser or dean for 
this information. 


