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The Tulane University Graduate Student Grading Policy is intended to clarify and set minimum standards 
for the grades which will count for credit in graduate degree programs. Schools and 
programs/departments within the university may set stricter standards for minimum grades and grade 
point averages, but this policy will serve as the minimum standard for the students and programs listed 
below.   
 
This policy applies to all graduate students. Students in professional programs, including but not limited 
to the JD and the MBA programs, should consult with their respective school and handbook for the 
relevant grade and grade appeal policies. Students who are unclear as to whether they fall under this 
policy should also consult the University Catalog and their school to determine if this policy is applicable. 
 
GRADES 
Grades for graduate students are reported as follows: 

A 4.000 C+ 2.333 D- 0.667 W Withdraw/No 
Penalty A- 3.667 C 2.000 F Fail  

B+ 3.333 C- 1.667 P Pass WF Withdraw/Failing 
Grade B 3.000 D+ 1.333 I Incomplete  

B- 2.667 D 1.000 IP In Progress R Research 

 
Clarification on certain grades that a graduate student could receive: 
 
I: Incomplete – This grade will become a grade of F if the work is not made up according to the schedule 
set out by the Incomplete Grade Policy. After the work is made up and a grade is posted, the Incomplete 
grade, remains on the academic record after the letter grade. For example, if an A- is assigned by the 
faculty member for a course that was initially graded with an incomplete, the grade on the transcript 
will appear as A-/I.  The letter grade earned is calculated in the GPA as per the normal GPA calculation. 
 
R: Research – In those cases where research cannot be completed within the semester, this grade will 
be given to indicate the circumstance. It is most commonly used for PhD students in dissertation. This 
grade carries a different meaning from that of IP. 
 
IP: In Progress – Satisfactory progress at the end of the first semester of a yearlong course; grades are 
assigned to both courses upon completion of the yearlong course, and the IP will be replaced with the 
letter grade earned once the final grade is posted to the record.   
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W: Withdrawal – Courses may be dropped without record within six weeks of the first day of classes; 
refer to the Academic Calendar for the exact dates each semester. Withdrawals with the grade of W 
after these dates may only be accomplished if the instructor notifies the dean that the student is passing 
and recommends permission to withdraw. WF (Withdraw/Failing Grade) will be assigned if the student’s 
work in a course is unsatisfactory at the time of withdrawal. 
 
ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 
Graduate students are expected to maintain a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of at least 3.0. 
Courses in which a student earns a grade of C+ or lower cannot be counted towards a master’s degree 
or a PhD. If a student receives two B- grades, or one grade below B-, the student is placed on probation 
and considered for dismissal by the school in consultation with the department at the conclusion of the 
semester in which the nonpassing grade or the second B- occurred. Ordinarily, the department will 
recommend that a student with two grades of B- or lower be dropped from the graduate program. 
Minimum academic performance and/or unsatisfactory performance may also lead to the withdrawal of 
financial support. 
 
If a student receives a grade below B-, that course will not count towards the total credit hours required 
to complete the degree unless an exemption is approved by the dean or dean’s designee. For instance, if 
a degree requires 30 credit hours to complete and a student received a grade of below B- in one 3-credit 
hour course, that student will need to take at least three additional credit hours beyond the minimum to 
have 30 eligible credit hours. Staff or faculty members who certify students for their degrees must verify 
that the student received a B- or better in all courses for the degree at the point of degree certification.  
 
GRADE CHANGE POLICY 
A student who believes that a final grade was assigned incorrectly may request a final grade change. 
Final grades can be changed only in exceptional circumstances and only with the approval of the 
instructor, the chair of the department, and the dean or dean’s designee of the college/school which 
offered the course. Grade changes are not allowed once a degree to which that grade applies has been 
awarded. 
 
THE APPEAL PROCESS 
If a student wishes to appeal their grade, they must follow the steps outlined by their school. Appeals 
are intended for students who believe their grade was not determined in a fair and appropriate manner.   
 

 


